Piano recital a delight

WHAT; Chamber huslc New Zealand:
Filers Lane (plana). Wallzes Op 58
rahms); Camaval (Schumann).
mes Op 27 (Chopin); Varations on
% Theme of Chopin (Rakhmaningy)
ERE: Wellington Town Hal, Tussday
HEVIEWED BY: Lindls Taylor

BNE might have been: a bit sorry that
Piérs Lane's programme didn’t con-
14in a more substantial work, but by
the end of a theoroughly delightful
mnimlwunﬂmﬂmstwhatmmi
tonld have asked for,

In lesser hends, Drahms’ set of m-
mﬂ&mﬂrsﬂﬂnlawﬂmmmm
fukt that. Pul Lane gave each one
Fich an individual stamp, his piano
gngmgli‘ne a fairground instripment

aome, Whirnsieal, charming or cle-
gant_ in ofhers, so the sequence was
much more than the sum of its parts.

It always surprises me o {ind peo-

who don't know Schmnanm'’s

I discovered it ahout the

Wge of 20, with astonishment and dis-

helief that such a composition, so

mmmmmmmm-

anistic veriety, imagmation and col-

o, onu]demt.anﬂlwﬁreautLPs

mmmumﬂynm

..In the half centory since, it's
inn‘l?ﬁmaniﬂmdmnechm

Tve hesrd performemces 1 didnt
like much, but Lane's T loved,; he ap-
proached it with a marvellous play-
fitlness, all the virmosity needed, a
touch of rubate heve and there. and
an ear acutaly funed to Schumamn's
genaa of the theatre, T enjoyed the way
he piled phrase on phrase, hardly
leaying time for one to end befars
plungimg into the next.

With Chopin's two Nocturnes of
Op 27, two of the most gorgeous af the
18, Lane found a quite different char-
acter n the plane, They coudd hardly
be more diffarent in mood; the noctur-
nal sadness of the first dissipated en-
tirely with the very opening notes of
the second, airy, insouciant,

The Chopin Variations (on Prelude
No 20, in C minor) i85 one of
Rakhmannev's less-known works (it
pets no mention in the New Grove
Dictionery, for example); perbaps s
parts ave somewhat disparate, but it's
a fit compandon to ofher wmsic of the
time such as the second syite for two
piancs, the cello smata, the secrmd
piANo concerto.

Lang's Jove for it wasclear and I'm
sure that his revezling of ite great
beauties will have added another ma-
jor work by this composer to many
people’s shopping list

Lane-030505-Dom-Snip



