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The 17‑ppln QMS‑PS 1700 ($6,995) makes its mark by (nixing competitive price and performance with a strong range of features, including Adobe PostScript Level 1 (and 45 fonts), HPGL, automatic emulation sensing, and 600dpi output. The solid list of options in
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cludes a $250 administrator security card that prevents users from changing the printer's elaborate network configuration settings.

The QMS‑PS 1700 uses the same Canon NX print engine made famous by the HP LaserJet I1ISi. Unlike its LaserJet competitor, however, this printer offers only Hl' PCL 4 compatibility, not PCL 5. But the QMS‑PS 1700 matches the LaserJet IIISi's optional PostScript and adds 600‑dpi resolution, by way of QMS's MultiRes technology.

The QMS‑PS 1700's controller has an Intel 8096(1 CA RISC processor running at 25 MHz. The printer comes with 8MB of memory and supports up to 32MB of standard SIMMs. Optional internal and external SCSI hard disks allow for additional storage, such as a 120MB internal hard disk ($1,195). The basic model comes with serial and parallel ports and a standard. AppleTalk connection.

On our performance tests, the

1 QMS‑PS  1700

printed text (using the parallel port) at 14.7 pages per minute in PCL mode and 14.4 ppm under PostScript. On the PCL‑mode Graphics Speed test (with parallel port), the QMS‑PS 1700 was a little slow for its class, managing 2.1 graphics pages per minute. But with a 300‑dpi PostScript graphics score of 1.1 gppm, the QMS‑PS 1700 tied the 20‑ppm Compaq system for first place among the reviewed products (using the parallel port).

QMS offers a variety of optional network interfaces for the printer, including Ethernet for NetWare ($895) and TokenRing for NetWare ($1,095). On our Text Speed test over Ethernet, it managed 13.1 ppm in PCL mode and 11.6 ppm under PostScript. The company also has an optional LN03 Plus emulation ($495) for users who want to attach the printer to a DECnet installation. You can configure and monitor the network interface (and the printer's other settings) using the front‑panel controls and the LCD message window of two 16‑character lines.

Output quality was solid, particularly with the 600‑dpi resolution under Post

